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President’s Message: 
I hope you are excited to start our 2025 – 2026 Prairie Piecemakers year. I know that I am! We 
had our first steering meeting this past week and there was a lot of energy in the room. Our 
committee members and officers have some great plans for our new year. It should be another 
great year for the guild!  We have some wonderful programs planned for the year. I hope that 
there are several that will speak to your creative side and inspire you in a special way.   
 
Yvonne Hollenbeck is our speaker for our August meeting. Yvonne is a quilter, but in addition is 
listed as a Cowgirl Poet and her poetry may be woven into her presentation. She will be 
speaking to us about “The Fabulous Feedsack Era”. Feedsacks became a fabric of choice 
during the Great Depression.  She will share some of her vintage Feedsack items including 
aprons. She may need models! 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you after our summer break for the guild. Don’t forget your 
Show and Tell items. We want to see what you have completed this summer! 
See you soon! 
Julie Robinson, President 
 
Next Guild Meeting: Monday, August 25, Refreshments at 6:30pm, First Lutheran Church 
Fremont. 
 
Program: Please see the details within the President’s Message (Julie Robinson) about 
Yvonne Hollenbeck. 
 
August Meeting Volunteers: 
Greeters: Barbara McLaughlin, Pat Mommsen, Wanda Krueger 
Hostesses: Janet Shamburg, Traci Hall, Kelly Culbertson, Sue Steier, Carrol Welte, Theresa 
Winter 
Door prizes: Judy Adams, Susan Baker, Liz Fox, Therese Hoyle, Barbara McLaughin 
Quilt Holders: Pam Schroeder, Loraine Smith 
 
Community Service:  
Greetings Prairie Piecemaker Members! 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer. Our August community service collection will be ‘Aspire 
For Greatness’. This is an after-school program for students grade 7 to 12.   They have 
requested: snack items; granola bars, cookies, crackers (cheese or peanut butter), individual 
bags of chips. Individual servings are appreciated. Along with snack items, paper products as 
Clorox wipes are requested. As always, if you are unable to secure any items you will be able to 
contribute monetarily. Thank you for your generosity!  
Jill Norenberg 
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2025-2026 Prairie Piecemakers Officers  
President: Julie Robinson 
Vice-President: Sue Arp 
Secretary: Marilyn Appleby 
Treasurer: Theresa Winter 
Member At Large: Anita Groh & LuAnn Franzluebbers 
 
Committee Chairmen: 
Challenge Project: Jo Gidden & Pat Mommsen 
Christmas Party: Janet Shamberg & Bev Schmidt 
Community Service: Jill Norenberg 
Door Prizes: Mary Lou Carlson & Loraine Smith 
Greeters & Holders & Folders: Carissa Sauer & Cheryl Dickmeyer 
Hostesses: Kim Rasmussen & Susan Baker 
 
Challenge Project: Announcement and details will be provided at the September guild 
meeting.  
 
 
Mark your Calendar: 
 
Christmas Party: December 8, 2025, at Big Red Keno.  
Retreat:  January 9th and 10th 2026, at NQC.  The Long Winter 
on the Prairie. 
Quilt Show:  October 15, 16, 17, 2026. Prairie Bloom 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
7/1/25 - 7/31/25 
Checking account Balance   $21,641.75 
 
Income: 
Quilt Raffle Ticket Sales.   $242.00 
25/26 Membership dues  $225.00 
Total Income:                  $467.00 
 
 Subtotal                                                  $22,108.75 
  
Expenses: 
PO Box rental     $192.00 

https://prairiepiecemakers.com/


Prairie Threads 
Prairie Piecemakers Newsletter 

Web:  https://prairiepiecemakers.com   
 

Join Us On Facebook: prairiepiecemakersfremont   
Email: Prairiepiecemakers@gmail.com 

Insurance    $265.00 
HQN Membership fee   $25.00 
Weebly -Domain fee   $173.95 
Total Expenses:   $655.95 
 
Ending Balance-Checking            $21,452.80 
 
 
Prairie Piecemakers Guild Meeting: 
April 28th, 2025 
A great time was had by all as the guild ended the year with the annual salad and dessert 
supper.  The “Jar Exchange Challenge” was absolutely fantastic. What an amazing show of 
talent. The garage sale brought in funds for the guild and new officers are ready for the new 
year. 
*There were 78 members present and a couple of guests. 
*A motion to approve the minutes from the March meeting was made by Deb Schroeder, 
seconded by Scott Flanagan. 
*A motion to approve the treasurers report was made by Susan Williams, seconded by Liz Fox. 
*Jill Norenberg thanked the helpers who assisted with the Eco Fair.  48 donations will be going 
to “Furever Home”. 
*Thank you to Les Parr and Jayne Stranghoener for setting up the room for the salad supper. 
*Thank you to Marilyn Bonow and Sandy McDuffee for organizing the challenge project. 
*Thank you to Cheryl Dickmeyer for overseeing the garage sale. 
*Membership renewal is due. 
*Dates for the 2026 quilt show are October 15th, 16th, and 17th. 
*A motion to adjourn was made by Tina Mommens, seconded by Joyce Roberts 
Danielle Smith, Secretary 
 
Steering Committee: 
August 4th, 2025 
A motion to call the meeting to order was made by Jill Norenburg, seconded by Leslie Parr. 

• 17 members were in attendance. 
• President Julie Robinson welcomed everyone. Introductions and personal quilting history 

were offered by each member. 
• Community Service. The guild will continue to donate $50.00 from the guild. Donations 

of items needed, and monetary donations will be collected at each meeting. Items 
needed will be in the monthly newsletter. 

• Door Prizes. 5 will be given out at each meeting. 
• Greeters/Holders/Folders. Names have been sent to the yearbook as to who are 

responsible for each meeting. 
• Challenge project will be revealed in September. 
• January retreat. January 9th and 10th at NQC. Retreat set up and activities will be like 

last year’s. Theme is, The Long Winter on the Prairie. 
• Yearbook. It will be cost effective for members to print their own yearbooks.  
• Christmas Party. December 8th at Big Red Keno.  
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• Quilt Show. Prairie Bloom meetings will begin after September. Discussion regarding 
rentals, vendors and comparative costs with surrounding shows. Quilt show dates are 
October 15, 16, 17 2026. Quilt was displayed at Wolfe’s and at Acme Fabric in Blair and 
will be displayed at guild meetings.  

• Treasurer. Audit was completed in June, and a copy of the budget was sent for posting 
in the yearbook.  

• Discussion about starting a money market account at Washington County Bank. A 
motion to pursue a money market account was made by Traci Hall and seconded by 
Cheryl Dickmeyer.  

• Comfort Quilts. Several quilts have been taken to Washington County and several more 
to Dodge County Sheriff Departments, both were very appreciative.  

• Motion to adjourn Tina Mommens seconded by LuAnn Franzluebbers. 
Marilyn Appleby, Secretary 
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Preserving History in Nebraska 

the era of  

 

Feed 
Sacks 

 

revisited 

Jamie Swartz, Collections Manager, at the 

International Quilt Museum  
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, East Campus 

 

will be guest speaker at the Blair Public Library on  

 Wednesday, August 20 – 1:30 p.m. 
 

       Jamie co-curated the ‘Feed Sacks: An American 
Fairy Tale’ exhibit at the International Quilt Museum 
in 2024 and is eager to share his knowledge about the 
history of feed sacks and the people who repurposed 
them for bedding, clothing and quilts.  He will bring a 
few ‘show and tell’ items to share with attendees.    
  

       Registration is requested but not required.  Please 
call the Blair Public Library at 402-426-3617 so adequate 
seating can be provided.   
 
          

     This project and speaker are 
supported by a grant from the 
Nebraska State Historical Society.  


